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17 March 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Ref: COVID-19 
  
We are writing to further update you on the Valley Invicta Academies Trust (VIAT) approach 
to the COVID-19 and how we are continuing to respond to the rapidly changing demands 
placed upon as a school community.   
 
I would firstly like to thank all our parents, staff and students for their positive approach to 
our strategy. It has been lovely to see how all our stakeholders have embraced the 
challenges we face and to see such a strong community spirit. 

Following yesterday’s announcement, anyone who lives in the same household as those with 
symptoms must self-isolate for 14 days.  Please can we ask that you keep the school informed 
through the normal absence procedures and that you support your child with their needs – 
both socially, creatively and academically.   

We are sure that you will be aware that an increase in self isolation could mean that very soon 
we have significant numbers of staff members and students absent from our schools.  Already 
today, we have seen an increase in those absent, from both staff and students, so we now 
need to make the necessary changes to ensure the core business of our schools continues as 
best as possible.   

At the moment it is ‘business as usual’ with regards to the school day.  While the number of 
absent staff members in our schools remain relatively measured, we will manage each 
individual school as we would normally, ensuring that all classes are covered and relevant 
work is set.  However, as that number reaches a tipping point, and we are unable to cover all 
classes, we will then have to move to a different stage and partially close the school for certain 
year groups to free up staff to cover their colleagues.  The decision to partially close the school 
will not be taken lightly, but priority will be given to keep those year groups completing public 
examinations later this year in school – essentially Year 2, 6, 11 and 13. 

Regarding the public examinations, there has been no information as of yet about the impact 
of the Coronavirus on them, and so the line we are taking is one of continuation.  Coursework 
deadlines will still apply; it is hoped that the marking and moderating of that coursework will 
still take place.  Please do encourage your son/daughter to maintain that momentum of study 
in preparation for these examinations. Of course, if we learn that things will be adapted, then 
we will let you know. 
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Our main priority is our core purpose of ensuring high quality care and education.  Across all 
our schools, non-essential events over the coming weeks are either being cancelled or 
postponed. It is with disappointment that we have had to do this, because we all know how 
much they add to the much-valued wider life of the school, but we are sure you will 
understand that our attention needs to be elsewhere at this time. 

In the worst-case scenario of any form of closure – partial or full - we will, of course, inform 
you of these measures in the normal way using our Parent Communication e mail/messaging 
system.   Any form of closure should not be seen as a holiday.  Learning must continue, and 
so we ask you to support us in ensuring that it does.  Lessons will continue through packs and 
online resources; students must see their day at home like a normal school day.  They should 
follow their normal timetable and complete work for each subject as they would in 
class.  Teaching staff will be uploading work daily, and will be available electronically during 
normal school hours.  It is equally important, however, that our students/pupils ensure that 
they keep fit and healthy.  We would encourage all our school communities to build in activity 
and fresh air into their routine.   

We suspect that over the coming days, our schools will need to adapt more and more to cope 
with the rapidly changing situation.  To help, we have prepared a ‘Frequently Asked 
Questions’ page which can be found from the homepage of each school’s website.  We are 
sure that everyone will be very pleased when Easter holiday arrives – it will be just at the right 
time!   

In the meantime, please be reassured that we have the necessary plans in place, and 
understand that some of the adjustments we may need to employ are there to ensure all our 
students/pupils receive the best possible learning experience under the circumstances. 

Thank you in advance for your understanding. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs J Derrick 
CEO - VIAT 


