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17 March 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Ref: COVID-19 
  
We are writing to update you on the Valley Invicta Academies Trust (VIAT) approach to the COVID-19 
and how we are planning to face the difficult challenge of responding to the coronavirus (COVID-19), 
which the World Health Organisation (WHO) declared a pandemic on Wednesday last week. 
  
Our hearts and thoughts go out to the people who have been affected by this unprecedented event 
and we appreciate the healthcare workers, local communities, and governments around the world 
who are on the front line working to contain this coronavirus. Please know that we are vigilantly 
monitoring the COVID-19 situation around the clock, following the guidance from Public 
Health, and have precautions in place to ensure the health and safety of all our students and staff 
across the Trust.   
  
The circumstances in which we now find ourselves are almost unprecedented in our lifetime. It is 
challenging everybody at all levels of responsibility, from a vast array of institutions, including the 
Government, to make the right choices so as to protect and minimise the risk of catching the virus. 
Equally, some of that responsibility falls to our schools to protect the children you have put in our 
care, as well as the staff we employ to provide the education you value.  As CEO and Chair of the 
Trust, we can assure you we are taking that responsibility very seriously. 
  
In this climate of uncertainty, we want you to know the safety of our students, staff and local 
community is our top priority. We would like to thank you in advance for working in conjunction 
with the Trust as we plan for the ‘next steps’ of the country’s plan.  Below is an update on what we 
are doing, keeping our students’ and staff safety as a priority: 
  
Our Approach 
  
We are confident that we are doing everything we can in a climate whereby things are changing 
daily.  We are closely monitoring the WHO, the Department for Education, and local health agencies 
for the latest developments related to COVID-19 and as such we are following the guidance of 
government, public health officials and examination boards. We are reinforcing these agencies' 
recommendations on the appropriate health and safety measures with our own school management 
teams and the school site staff in our portfolio of schools. 
  
Given the impact of COVID-19 on how we work and socialise, we have been reviewing our school 
activities, trips and events to the evolving nature of this epidemic. Today, we have made the decision 
to cancel/postpone the following school events until after Easter: 
  

 School Assemblies 
 Consultation Evenings 
 Concerts and Productions 
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 Sports Fixtures 
 Clubs of over 100 (Choir for example) 

  
For Foreign Trips, we are following advice from the Foreign Office. 
 
For peripatetic music lessons we have asked individual music teachers to contact you directly with 
regard the organisation of the next few lessons. 
 
Please note that at this time, local trips such as theatre visits, Duke of Edinburgh will still go ahead, 
until we have more direction from the Government/Department for Education.   
  
Likewise, we will continue to work towards the Public Examination published timetable and 
dates.  We are in constant communication with the examination boards as to what we need to do. 
  
This position may change in the next few days.  We will of course, keep you updated. 

  
The School Day 
  
We recognise that the COVID-19 virus has required all of us to be more mindful as we go through 
our regular activities. 
  

 Daily, our schools are working to ensure that they meet the latest guidance on hygiene and 
cleaning. 

 Our schools' health and safety measures are designed to address a broad spectrum of 
viruses, including COVID-19, and cover everything from handwashing hygiene and cleaning 
product specifications to classroom and common area cleaning procedures.  

 Students/Pupils and Staff are being educated with regards to the nature of the virus. 
 Students/Pupils and Staff are being regularly reminded of the need to wash hands 

thoroughly and to avoid close contact with one another; this includes hand shaking etc. 
 Students/Pupils and Staff will be encouraged to use their own sanitiser as and when they 

feel this is appropriate. However, we are promoting the advice to wash hands, as this is the 
best defence. 

 Students/Pupils and Staff should self-isolate if they, or any member of their household, have 
any symptoms following guidance from the NHS.  This should entail staying at home for 14 
days if you have either: 

 
- a high temperature – you feel hot to touch on your chest or back. 
- a new, continuous cough – this means you have started coughing repeatedly. 

  
Please note that the decision to self-isolate must be down to the individual/family.  Our 
Headteachers have been inundated with questions and this really has to be a family decision.  We 
will respect your decision and aim to help with providing work if appropriate.  However, we would 
ask for your patience and support with this. 
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Similarly, we are sure you will be aware that the nature of self-isolation may mean that our schools 
are operating on a skeleton staff.  As such, we would ask for your support on the basis that, as much 
as we will try our very best to provide the highest and most consistent education for your 
son/daughter, it may well necessitate cover work and work that has been adapted to suit the 
challenges faced by our respective schools and the staff team. 
  
We would also politely ask that we aim to reduce all parental appointments/meetings by using 
telephone conversations instead.  
  
We recognise that these are unsettling times; we want you to know that your son/daughter’s safety 
and wellbeing are our first priority.  What we cannot do is influence the decision as when schools 
may be closed by the Government.  What we are doing, is preparing for that eventuality with the 
following in the event of closure: 
  

 Providing work on the school website/portal. 
 Using software and apps, for example in Mathematics that can be accessed remotely. 
 Enabling staff to deliver some lessons on line. 
 Informing pupils/students and staff of what our plans will be. 

  
We do hope that this reassures you.  We will continue to update our students/pupils, staff and 
yourselves on the approach that we take. In the meantime, thank you very much for your continued 
and much valued support. 
  
With Very Best Wishes 
 

  
 
Mrs J Derrick 
CEO                                                   

 
Dr N Ware 
Chair 

 
 

            


